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English company, stands in its own grounds with a fine sea view. It 
accommodates about 150. The Metropole hotel, also newly built, is 
well situated on the seashore with gardens and a good glazed patio ; 
has room for 150. Both these hotels offer visitors every modern luxury 
and convenience. It should be stated, however, that they are sur- 
rounded by sand hills, and the fine dust from these is found by those 
with lung and throat troubles to act as an irritant. 

In Las Palmas itself, the favorite stopping place is Quiney's Hotel, 
old established, with good garden, and facing an open square. About 
6 miles from Las Palmas, on the central main road of the island, is the 
district known as Monte; visitors may here choose between 2 very 
comfortable hotels about 1 mile distant from one another — Quiney's 
Bella Vista 1,320 feet, and the Santa Brigida 1,360 feet, newly erected. 
Both are well appointed and growing in popularity every season. 

Monte is not only the chief summer resort of the residents in Grand 
Canary, but is regarded by competent authorities as a very favorable 
position for those suffering from pulmonary and other complaints. As 
a possible alternative to Las Palmas, the bracing air and pure atmos- 
phere of this semimountainous resort is of great advantage to invalids. 

For the purposes of a short report, the writer does not think mention 
need be made of other places ; visitors can, of course, choose the spots 
most likely to suit them. 

After a residence of several years in the islands, however, he thinks 
medical men should be warned from sending invalids in an advanced 
stage of illness to the islands alone ; so many distressing cases have 
occurred of deaths taking place with no friend near the sufferer. 

Invalids coming to the islands should not imagine the change of 
climate does everything, and that chey can take liberties with their 
strength which they would never dream of in their own country. They 
may, however, be encouraged by the fact that numbers of apparently 
hopeless cases have been completely cured, but only by proper precau- 
tion and careful attention to the advice given by local medical men 
who have made the climate and its effects their life study. 

Solomon Berliner, 

United States Consul. 

CHINA. 

Reports from Hongkong. 

Hongkong, China, October 7, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith an abstract of the bills of 
health issued at this port for the week ended October 5, 1901. I also 
transmit under same cover a circular issued by Dr. P. "W. Clark, medical 
officer of health, giving the method of dealing with outbreaks of bubonic 
plague in this colony. 

Ten vessels were inspected during the week ; 567 individuals were 
bathed at the disinfecting station, and 751 bundles of clothing and bed- 
ding were disinfected by steam. 

There were 14 rejections during the week because of fever. 

Three cases of plague and 2 deaths were reported during the week, 
thus making a total of 1,648 cases and 1,575 deaths thus far this year. 

In my report for the week ended August 24, 1901, the plague returns 
are given at 1,720 cases and 1,619 deaths, whereas the correct figures 
for the year up to and including August 24 were 1,617 cases and 1,546 
deaths. The error was due to misunderstanding a correction in the 
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report of the registrar-general for the week ended August 3, 1901. 
Asiatic steerage passengers have been allowed to embark for the Philip- 
pine islands since October 1, 1901, because of the rapid decline of the 
plague epidemic, and in accordance with information received from 
P. A. Surg. J. C. Perry, that the prohibition in force since May 1, 1901, 
had been removed. 

Six cases of enteric fever, with 1 death, were reported as occurring in 
the colony during the week; otherwise there were no communicable 
diseases reported. 

Respectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. E. 8. 
The Suegeon General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 
Method of dealing with outbreaks of bubonic fever (plague) at Hongkong. 

Hongkong, China, July, 1901. 

1. Notification. — Cases of infectious disease are required to be reported at once to the 
nearest police station (telephone No. 15) or to the medical officer of health (telephone 
No. 120) or to the sanitary board (telephone No. 257). This is compulsory on "all 
persons knowing or having reason to believe that any person has been attacked by or is 
suffering from " bubonic plague, cholera, or smallpox (by-law 5 of the by-laws govern- 
ing notification of infectious disease contained in Schedule B of Ordinance 13 of 1901); 
but it is almost universally evaded by the Chinese and even by the Chinese "doctors." 
The penalty for its evasion is $50. 

2. Detection of the sick. — In the absence of notification this can only be effected by 
means of house-to-house visits. The sanitary board has power to institute, in addition 
to the visits of the district inspectors, such special house-to-house visits in any district 
in which either of the above-named diseases may prevail, and must define the limits 
of such districts (by-law 8 of the by-laws governing "disinfection of infected premise" 
contained in Schedule B of Ordinance 13 of 1901). 

3. Removal of the sick and dead. — Ambulances for the removal of the sick are kept at 
the various police stations, at the Canton wharf, at the board's matsheds at Praya 
East, Praya West, Yaumati, and Hunghom, and at the steam-disinfecting station in 
Taipingsham, and sick Chinese are removed in these ambulances to the Tung Wah 
hpspital on application to the sanitary board, the medical officer of health, or the 
police, and are there examined by a Chinese doctor trained in Western medicine and 
are either drafted at once by him to the plague hospital or detained under observation 
in case of doubt. Non-Chinese cases are almost invariably reported, in the first 
instance, by a registered medical practitioner, and such cases are, on the certificate of 
the medical attendant, removed direct to the Kennedy Town hospital. Should such 
medical attendant certify, however, that the patient "is being lodged and cared for 
without danger to the public health," he is not removed to hospital. In making any 
application for removal, care should be taken to state distinctly whether the patient is 
alive or dead, for in the case of dead bodies, a dead box is forwarded for the removal. 
The ambulance is attended by a Chinese constable, or a colored foreman, who conveys 
the details concerning the case to the hospital authorities. 

Heavy wooden boxes, with rubber washers fitted to the lids, are used for the removal 
of dead bodies to the Government mortuary. These are kept at the various police 
stations, at the board's matsheds, and at the steam-disinfecting station, and information 
concerning the death is forwarded on a card attached to the body. 

4. Treatment of the sick. — This is entirely in the hands of the medical department. 
The Government hospital at Kennedy Town is supplemented by a series of matshed 
hospitals, also at Kennedy Town and by a Matshed hospital at Mongkoktsui (Kow- 
loon), which are managed by the authorities of the Tung Wah hospital, but are under 
the supervision of the medical department. 

5. Disinfection of infected premises.— This is carried out by 4 European officers assisted 
by 8 colored foremen, 3 Chinese foremen, 30 trained coolies, and a varying number of 
carrying coolies. As soon as it is known that a case of the disease has occurred at any 
house a Chinese constable is sent from the nearest police station to detain all persons 
found therein (by-law 3, of the by-laws- governing disinfection of infected premises 
contained in Schedule B of Ordinance 13 of 1901), and the officer in charge of the dis- 
infection proceeds to the house and, having provided these persons with Government 
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clothing (if they are unable to provide uninfected clothing for themselves), he removes 
their own clothing, bedding, curtains, and carpets, to the steam-disinfecting station, 
the clothing being tied up in coarse unbleached calico sheets and conveyed through the 
streets in baskets. New goods, silk clothing which has not been recently worn, furs, 
and leather goods are not removed to the steam disinfector, but must, as a general 
rule, remain on the premises until' they have been fumigated. When the clothing, 
etc., is returned (in the course of some two hours) from the disinfecting station, it is 
handed to the owners, who have already vacated the premises, and the Government 
clothing is returned to the disinfecting station to be steamed before it is again used. 
The people displaced from their homes during the disinfection and cleansing of the 
premises (which usually occupies some five or six hours in all), are at liberty to make 
use of the Board's matshed shelters until this is complete, but usually proceed with 
their ordinary avocations or seek shelter in the street or in a neighbor's house. 

The disinfection of the premises consists in the spraying of the walls with a solution 
of perchloride of mercury (1 in 1,000), followed by fumigation with free chlorine, 
obtained by the addition of diluted sulphuric acid to chlorinated lime ( 1 pint of a l-in-5 
solution of the crude acid to each pound of the chlorinated lime). Floors and furni- 
ture are then scrubbed with a solution of one of the coal-tar preparations of carbolic 
acid, and the walls are then lime- washed, chlorinated lime being added to the lime- wash 
in the proportion of 1 pound to the gallon. 

' 6. Burial of the- dead. — This is carried out under the superintendence of one of the 
board's European officers, all bodies being buried at the Kennedy Town plague cemetery, 
unless a special permit has been granted for burial elsewhere. 

7. General sanitary precautions. — Chlorinated lime is supplied to all the public latrines 
for use in the buckets, and the officers of the board are instructed to see that it is freely 
used. 

A reward of 3 cents per head has been offered for every rat brought to an officer of 
the board, and over 50,000 rats have by this means been collected and destroyed during 
the first halt of the current year. 

Francis W. Clark, 
Medical Officer of Health. 

Hongkong, China, October 22, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith an abstract of bills of 
health issued at this station for the week ended October 19, 1901. Eight 
hundred and twenty-two individuals were bathed at the disinfecting 
station during the week and 1,061 bundles of clothing and bedding 
were disinfected by steam. There were 9 rejections during the time 
covered by this report. No cases or deaths from plague or other quar- 
antinable diseases were reported to the sanitary authorities during 
the week. One case of puerperal fever was reported to the sanitary 
authorities. 

Eespectfully, John W. Kerb, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Concerning the disinfection of hair by sulphur. 

Hongkong, China, October 8, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Bureau letter 
(BMW. BBS.), dated August 28, 1901, calling attention to complaints 
regarding steam disinfection of human hair at this port ; also calling 
attention to paragraph 6, article 7, quarantine regulations to be observed 
at foreign ports, describing the method for disinfection of such cargo in 
lieu of its not being held in a noninfected place for thirty days prior to 
shipment in accordance with paragraph 8, article 4, and that the Bureau 
considers the latter method preferable in dealing with such shipments. 

I respectfully state that shippers were informed of the regulations, but 
in the absence of any facilities for using sulphur, they were told that 
steam disinfection would be safe, providing it did not injure the hair. 



